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Kannada Podcast: Learning How Fruit Flies Disperse — From a
Tabletop
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Representative image: Panos Sakalakis/Unsplash.

The following text, in Kannada, was translated from the English original authored by
Raghavendra Gadagkar (The Wire Science, March 17, 2021).

Kollegala Sharma kindly provided the translated version. It has also been rendered as a
podcast by J.R. Manjunatha, available to listen below. Sharma and his team will similarly

convert future editions of Gadagkar’s column as podcasts, as part of an audio series

called ‘JanaArime’.

Sharma is a chief scientist and Manjunatha is a technical officer, both at the CSIR-Central
Food Technological Research Institute, Mysuru. His popular ‘Janasuddi’ podcast series is

available to listen here.
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The out-of-Africa journey and dispersal of anatomically modern humans. Numbers indicate the estimated dates in years
before present. Reprinted with permission from Majumder and Basu 2015-A Genomic View of the Peopling and Population
Structure of India. Cold Spring Harb Perspect Biol 2015; 7: a008540. © Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press.
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Praveen Karanth (left) and his team members Roy, Luba, Rohini, Chetan
in Pavagada, Karnataka looking for skinks and geckos
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The common garden skink
Eutropis carinata, previously
called Mabuya carinata, member
of a group for which Karanth and
students have good evidence for
dispersal into India from
Southeast Asia. Photo: Praveen
Karanth
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The dispersal setup. Around 2,400 flies are introduced into the source, from where they must travel to the destination
through the path (coiled plastic tubes). When the experiment began, the flies could travel an average distance of ~4m. After
165 generations, the length of the path stands at 58 m and increasing!
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Left: Sutirth Dey working on an assay designed to estimate the number of eggs laid by the flies. Right: Abhishek Mishra and
Sudipta Tung transferring flies from the vials before introducing them into the dispersal setup. Photo: Sutirth Dey
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