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Abstract:

Entomological Research in India - Basic and Applied Research Remain Disconnected"

In this talk, I wish to make the point that, while on the one hand, there is a great deal of effort to study
Entomology in its classical sense including taxonomy, biodiversity, pests and pest management, on the other
hand, there are many groups conducting state of the art research on various aspects of genetics,
development, physiology, molecular biology and evolution. However, these two sets of researchers are
disconnected in many different ways. While this may also be somewhat true for other parts of the world, we in
India would like to think about fostering deeper and meaningful connections between these disparate
research communities. Effective science communication would play an obvious role in any such effort.

Biography: Raghavendra Gadagkar over the past 35 years has established an active school of research in the
origin and evolution of cooperation in animals, especially in social insects, such as ants, bees and wasps. By
identifying and utilizing crucial elements in India’s biodiversity, he has added a special Indian flavour to his
research. He has published over 250 research papers and articles and two books. His more technical book
entitled ‘The Social Biology of Ropalidia’ (Harvard University Press, USA, 2001) summarizes over twenty years of
his research aimed at understanding the evolution of eusociality. His other book entitled ‘Survival Strategies’
(Harvard University Press, USA, 1997), explains recent advances in behavioural ecology and sociobiology to a
general audience.

Gadagkar is the past President of the Indian National Science Academy. He is also an elected fellow of the
Indian Academy of Sciences, the Indian National Science Academy, the National Academy of Sciences, India,
the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS), Foreign Associate of the National Academy of
Sciences, USA, the German National Science Academy Leopoldina, and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. Gadagkar is, or has been, a member of a number of national and international professional scientific
bodies and government and non-government advisory committees including the International Council for
Science (ICSU) and the Scientific Advisory Committee to the Cabinet, Government of India.

Send questions to ragh@iisc.ac.in.
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