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Abstract A simplified second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam theory with two non-classical elastic
coefficients in addition to the classical constants is presented. The governing equation and the associated
classical and non-classical boundary conditions are derived with the aid of variational principles. The simplified
second strain gradient theory is governed by an eighth-order differential equation with displacement, slope,
curvature and triple derivative of displacement as degrees of freedom. This theory can be reduced to the first
strain gradient and classical Euler—Bernoulli beam theories. Analytical solutions for static behaviour, free
vibration and stability analyses are presented for different boundary conditions and length scale parameters.
Using the numerical Laplace transform, a spectral element is developed for dynamic analysis of a cantilever
beam subjected to a Gaussian pulse. Further, spectrum and dispersion relations are derived to study wave
propagation characteristics. The gradient effects on the structural response are assessed and compared with
the corresponding first strain gradient and classical beam theories. Observations show that the second strain
gradient theory exhibiting stiffer behaviour in comparison to the first strain gradient and classical theories.
The beam deflection decreases whereas frequencies and buckling load increase for increasing values of the
gradient coefficient in comparison to the first strain gradient and classical theories. The forced response for a
finite beam reveals a decrease in the amplitude and a shift to smaller time values with an increase in the value
of length scale parameter. Additionally, the second strain gradient beam shows a dispersive behaviour, and
for a given frequency the wavenumber decreases and the phase speed increases with an increase in the length
scale parameter as compared to the first strain gradient beam theory.

1 Introduction

In recent years, more efforts have been made to understand the mechanical behaviour of micro- and nanoscale
structural systems due to their outstanding features and wide range of applications, especially in the field of
micro and nano-electromechanical systems [1, 2]. For efficient and optimal design of these structural systems,
a comprehensive understanding of the discrete structural behaviour at micro/nanoscale is very critical. Various
approaches have been proposed in the literature to accurately predict the discrete behaviour of structures at
nanoscale. For example, the experimental approach has been used by many researchers and found to be very
tedious and expensive [3, 4]. As an alternative, atomistic and semi-atomistic approaches such as lattice dynam-
ics and molecular dynamic simulation are developed [5-7]. However, due to high computational cost, these
methods cannot be generalised for practical applications. Considering the computational cost and accuracy
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aspects, continuum-based approaches have been developed, that assure reasonable accuracy with less com-
putational efforts as compared to discrete or atomistic approaches. In particular, the non-classical continuum
theories with micro-structural properties have proved to be very efficient for predicting the micro/nanoscale
structural behaviour.

The classical continuum theories which are based on the concept of homogeneity and locality of stress
are effective for macroscale modelling of structural systems. Nevertheless, they lack efficiency to model the
micro/nanoscale systems due to the absence of micro-structure length scale parameters. For instance, these
theories are incapable of describing size-dependent mechanical behaviour of structures with micro-structure
effects; they introduce singularity in problems with localised deformations; they are ineffective in treating strain
softening, phase transformation and instability problems; unable to predict the dispersive behaviour in granular
media, etc. To capture these size-dependent phenomena accurately, generalised continuum theories or non-
classical continuum theories with micro-structure effects are developed. These theories are enriched versions
of classical continuum theories incorporating higher-order gradients of stress/strain tensors in conjunction with
the intrinsic length scale parameters which account for scale effects. For example, Cosserat elasticity theory
[8], micropolar theory [9], non-local elasticity theory [10—12], strain gradient theory [13, 14], Mindlin’s strain
gradient theory [15, 16] and couple stress theory [17, 18]. The aforementioned theories are difficult to be used in
practical applications as they contain many non-classical elastic constants in addition to the classical constants.
Subsequently, many simplified and practically feasible versions which contain at least one non-classical elastic
constant of dimension length in addition to the classical Lamé constants, have been developed to investigate the
non-local and micro-structural effects on the mechanical behaviour of small-scale structures. The non-classical
theories which have become popular in recent decades and have been extensively used in the literature due
to their simplicity are the non-local elasticity theory by Eringen et al. [11, 12], Mindlin’s simplified strain
gradient theory [19-21], modified strain gradient theory by Lam et al. [22] and modified couple stress theory
by Yang et al. [23]. These non-classical theories are governed by higher order differential equations and are
more complicated compared to their classical counterparts. They introduce additional non-classical degrees
of freedom and boundary conditions. Many analytical models are reported in the literature based on these
non-classical theories to study the scale effects on the structural response [24-28].

In the non-classical strain gradient theories, the strain energy density depends on the elastic strain, its
gradients and non-classical parameters that account for scale effects [13, 15, 20]. Mindlin et al. [15] proposed
afirst strain gradient theory (form-II) which has five and seven non-classical coefficients for static and dynamic
applications, respectively, for an isotropic elastic material. Considering the complexity in determining the non-
classical parameters and their application to practical problems, a simplified version is developed by altering
the generalised strain gradient theory [15, 16]. This simplified version of first strain gradient theory has one
and two non-classical elastic coefficients for static and dynamic analysis, respectively [29-37]. Employing
this simplified theory, many analytical and numerical models for structural systems have been reported in the
literature to study the gradient effects on the structural behaviour [38—44]. Later, Mindlin et al. [45] proposed
a second strain gradient elastic theory formulated using the strain tensor and its first and second gradients.
This theory is more involved and contains sixteen non-classical elastic coefficients in addition to two Lamé
constants. It has been applied to various engineering problems to study the material and structural behaviour
[46-56]. To develop a practically feasible model, Lazar et al. [57] and Castrenze et al. [58] formulated a
simplified second strain gradient theory. This theory contains two non-classical elastic constants in addition
to the classical constants and is used for dislocation and defect problems [59-62].

In this paper, an Euler—Bernoulli beam model based on simplified second strain gradient theory is developed,
which has two non-classical elastic constants in addition to the classical constants. This is an extension of the
earlier work on first strain gradient theory for an Euler—Bernoulli beam to study the static, stability and dynamic
behaviour [38, 39, 42, 43]. The governing equation and the associated classical and non-classical boundary
conditions are derived using the variational principles [63, 64]. Numerical examples on static, free-vibration
and stability analyses of beams are presented to assess the gradient effects on the structural behaviour. Dynamic
response of a cantilever beam subjected to a transverse Gaussian pulse is studied by formulating a spectral
element based on numerical Laplace transform (NLT). Also, the spectrum and dispersion relations are derived
to assess the influence of length scale parameters on the wave propagation characteristics. It is observed that
the second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam theory is governed by an eighth-order differential equation
and has displacement, slope, curvature and triple derivative of displacement as degrees of freedom. Further, the
second strain gradient theory exhibits stiffer behaviour in comparison to the first strain gradient and classical
theories. The beam deflection decreases whereas frequencies and buckling load increase for increasing values
of the gradient coefficient as compared to the first strain gradient theory. The forced response reveals a decrease
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in the amplitude and shift towards smaller time values with increasing length scale parameters. Furthermore,
the second strain gradient beam shows a dispersive behaviour, and for a given frequency, the wavenumber
decreases and phase speed increases with an increase in the gradient coefficient as compared to the first strain
gradient beam theory.

2 Second strain gradient Euler-Bernoulli beam theory

In the present study, a simplified second strain gradient micro-elasticity theory by Lazar et al. [57] is considered,
which contains two classical and two non-classical material constants. The two classical material constants
correspond to Lamé constants and non-classical constants are of dimension length which are introduced to
account for gradient effects. For a second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam, the constitutive relations are
expressed as

2 = 4
w=FEey, cx=g7 Ec., =g, E¢,
Ox = Tx — §)/c + S:)/c = E(ex — g%g;/ +g§8;c//)v

%w(x, 1)

&x = _ZT’ (1)
where o is the total stress, 7, is the classical Cauchy stress, ¢y, ¢ are the higher order double and triple stresses,
respectively, related to the gradient elasticity theory and ¢, is the axial strain. Furthermore, w is the transverse
displacement of the beam, z is the coordinate in the thickness direction, E is the elastic Young’s modulus, g1,
g» are the strain gradient constants of dimension length. The primes indicate order of derivative with respect
to x. Based on the above constitutive relations, the strain energy for second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli
beam considering the effect of axial compressive force P is written as

_1 L 1\2 2. 11IN2 4. ivy2 _l L N2
U=3 EI[(w 2+ 2w + ghw )] > | P, )
0 0

where L is the length of the beam and / is the second moment of area of cross section. The work done by the
external applied load is given by

L |
R R L A
0

where ¢ is the transverse load, V and M are shear force and bending moment, M and M are the double and
triple moments acting on the beam. The kinetic energy is given as
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where m = pA is the mass per unit length, p is the density and the over dot indicates the derivative with

respect to time ¢. Taking the first variation of the strain energy given in Eq. (2) and performing integration by
parts, the following expression is obtained
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Similarly, the variation of external work done is given by
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Now taking the variation of kinetic energy with respect to time and performing integration by parts over the
time interval (¢, t,), we obtain

5] 153 L L
/ SK dr = —/ / mw Sw dx dr +/ m [wéw]idx. (7
3l n JO 0

Substituting Egs. (5)—(7) in Hamilton’s principle [81]
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It is to be noted that the integrand of the last term of Eq. (9) vanishes for the beam whose configurations at
initial time #; and end time #, are prescribed. Hence

[w(x, n)Sw(x, 12)] — [w(x, t1)dw(x, t1)] = 0. (10)

The variational statement in Eq. (9) implies that each term must be equal to zero, identically. Hence, the
governing equation for a second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam is obtained as:

EI(w" —glzw”i+g§w””")—q+Pw”+mi[) =0 an
and the associated boundary conditions are as: Classical:
V=EI [u}/” — g%w" +g§w””) —Pw =0 or w=0, atx=(0,L)
M=EI [w” — g +g§w”") —0 or w =0, atx=(0,L) (12)
Non-classical:
M =EI[giw" —gjw’) =0 or v’ =0, atx=(0,L)
M =EIgiw” =0or w” =0, atx =(0,L) (13)
when g, = 0, the second strain gradient theory reduces to first strain gradient theory and if g; = go = 0, the

classical Euler—Bernoulli beam theory is obtained. The list of classical and non-classical boundary conditions
employed in the present study for a second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam is as follows:

Simply supported:

classical: w =M =0, non-classical: w”" =w" =0 atx =(0,L)
Clamped:

classical: w =w’' =0, non-classical: w’' =w" =0 atx = (0, L)
Cantilever:
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3 Analytical solutions for second strain gradient Euler-Bernoulli beam theory

In this section, the analytical solutions for bending, free vibration and stability analyses of second strain
gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam for different support conditions are obtained.

3.1 Static analysis

Consider a beam of length L subjected to a uniformly distributed load (udl) g. To obtain the static deflections
of the second gradient elastic Euler—Bernoulli beam which is governed by the equation

EI [wiv — glzw”i +g§w”iii> —qg=0, (14)

a solution of the form

gx*
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w(x) = aj + arx +azx’ + asx> + ase™™ + age™* + a7e™* + age* — (15)

is assumed, where
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The constants a; — ag are determined with the aid of the boundary conditions listed in Eqgs. (12) and (13).
After applying the boundary conditions the system of equations are expressed as:

[K1{s} = {/} (16)

where K is the stiffness matrix, f is the force vector and {8} = {a1, a2, a3, as, as, ag, a7, ag}T is the unknown
coefficient vector to be determined using the boundary conditions. The stiffness matrix K is an extension of
the earlier work on first strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam theory by Pegios et al. [42]. Once the unknown
coefficients are determined, the displacement solution is obtained from Eq. (15). The slope, curvature and
triple derivative of displacement at any point along the length of the beam can be computed by performing the
first, second and third derivative of Eq. (15), respectively. The shear force, bending moment, double moment
and triple moment are obtained by substituting Eq. (15) in Egs. (12) and (13). The stiffness matrix and load
vector for different boundary conditions are given in the Appendix.

3.2 Free vibration analysis

To obtain the natural frequencies of the second gradient elastic Euler—Bernoulli beam, a solution is assumed
as

w(x, 1) = wx)e'. (17)

Substituting the above solution in the following equation of motion:

EI(w' — g%w”i + ggw”iii) +mw =0, (18)
gives
4 —viii 2 =i —iv wZ -
g w giw” +w'’ — Ew =0, (19)
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where 82 = EI/m. Equation (19) has the solution of the form
8
wx) = Z cje%*, (20)
j=1

where ¢; are the unknown constants which are determined using boundary conditions and «; are the roots of
the characteristic equation

2

4 8 6 4

& o —g%oc +at — =0. (21)
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B
After applying the boundary conditions given in Egs. (12) and (13), we get

[F(@){c} = {0}. (22)
For a non-trivial solution, the following condition is to be satisfied:

det[ F(w)] = 0. (23)
The natural frequencies for second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam for different support conditions are
obtained by solving Eq. (23) using the procedure given in Kitahara et al. [80]. The respective frequency
equations F(w) are presented in the Appendix. The numerical procedure involves finding the minimum values

of D(w) = In|det[ F(w)]| for a series of frequencies w. The frequencies which make D(w) minimum are the
natural frequencies as illustrated in Fig. 4.

3.3 Stability analysis
To obtain the buckling load for a second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam governed by
EI(w"™ — glw" + g5w") + Puw" =0, (24)
a solution is assumed as
w(x) = by + box + b3e™* + bge™* + bse™* + bge* + bre™* + bge™ (25)

where b; are the unknown constants which are determined through boundary conditions and m21 2 3 and 721 2 3
are six roots of the following characteristic equation:

P
4.6 2.4, 2

— +y“+— =0. 26
82y 81y +y El (26)

After applying the boundary conditions listed in Egs. (12) and (13), the following expression is obtained:
[G(P)){b} = {0} 27)
For non-trivial solution, the following condition is to be satisfied:
det[G(P)] = 0, (28)
where G(P) is the geometric stiffness matrix. Earlier, the geometric stiffness matrix for first strain gradient
Euler-Bernoulli beam theory is developed by Pegios et al. [42]. The buckling load for second strain gradient

Euler—Bernoulli beam with different boundary conditions is obtained by following the approach given by
Kitahara et al. [80] and the associated geometric stiffness matrices G(P) are presented in the Appendix.
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3.4 Dynamic analysis

In this section, a spectral element for dynamic analysis of second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam using
NLT is developed. The spectral element formulation is based on the Laplace transformation of the governing
differential equation and boundary conditions. NLT is an efficient tool for dynamic analysis and used extensively
in many applications [65-74]. The Laplace transform can be considered as Fourier transform of an exponential
signal analysed in terms of sinusoids and exponentials. The Laplace transform is expressed as [75, 76]

f+iw)= /oo[f(t)e_”’]e_iw[dt, (29)
0

nt oo .
fn)= ;—n/ [f(n+iw)e ' do, (30)

where i = /=1, w is the angular frequency, 7 is the Laplace variable, N is the number of FFT sampling
points and it is taken as an integer power of 2 for efficient computations, and 7 is the time of observation or
time window. It is to be noted that when 1n=0 Egs. (29) and (30) reduce to the continuous Fourier transform
and can be implemented in the discrete framework using Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT). The advantage of
the real part of the Laplace variable 7 is that it acts like a damping parameter and damps out all the responses
beyond the chosen time window 7, thereby eliminating the signal wraparound problem which normally arises
when FFT is used for transforming the variables [77]. The discrete form of the forward and inverse Laplace
transforms of Egs. (29) and (30) can be expressed as:

N-1
fo+ikAf) = At Y [f(nAr)emMOA0] g7 GTRAN (1AD, 31)
=0 N-1
fnan = e"AIAF Y Fn+ikAf)] el GTIADEAD), (32)
k=0

The term inside the square bracket in Eq. (32) allows to use the FFT algorithm [78, 79]. The FFT-based
implementation requires that the real part of the Laplace transform variable 5 be a function of the time window
T and the number of FFT points N. Two different empirical formulae are suggested in the literature for the
real part of the Laplace variable and given as nwiicox = 2Aw = 2m/T [73] and nwedepont = 2In(N)/T
[74], where Aw is the spectrum integration step. In this research the value of the Laplace variable is taken as
NWedepohl = 21n(N)/T. Assuming a spectral solution of the form

w(x, ) = w(x,s)e Tkx=sD (33)

and substituting in the equation of motion (18), we get a characteristic equation in the Laplace domain as
48 2,6, .4 S
&k — g1k’ +k —E:O. (34)
The above equation gives 4 pairs of roots ++/k;, £k, +/k3 and £4/k4, where k is the wavenumber, s is
Laplace variable defined as s = (n + iw).
Now, the generic displacement vector can be rewritten using Eq. (33) and the above roots as:

8
ﬁ)(x,s):Zdj e kx| (35)
j=1
The second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam has w, w’, w” and w”’ as degrees of freedom per node and

for a 2-noded element it has eight degrees of freedom per element. The displacement field in Eq. (35) in terms
of degrees of freedom can be expressed as

d
w/ Arr...Ag .
_Jw | | A2 A N
a=u b= =R e), (36)
w'” Aqq ... Agg ds
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where 8§ = {d...dg}" are unknown wave coefficients, A4yg is the amplitude matrix and I'gxg is a diagonal
matrix defined as

Aij=1; Agj= —ikj; Azj=—k;; Agj =ik,

rjj=e ki (j=1,8). 37)

Evaluating A at the two boundary nodes of the element x = (0, L), we obtain

a = { K100 o) = 1Kot (39)
1(x=L)

where A¢ = {wy, wi, w}, w}’, w2, wh, wy, wy’ T contains all degrees of freedom of the element, K> isa 8 x 8
non-singular complex matrix and the superscript e indicates the element. Eliminating the unknown coefficient
vector § using Egs. (36) and (38), we get the displacement field in terms of element nodal degrees of freedom

as
A = [Kil[K217 A = [S/1A¢, (39)

where Sy is the element shape function matrix. To obtain the dynamic stiffness matrix, the nodal forces

f ={V,M, M, Ail}T given in Eqgs. (12) and (13) are expressed in the Laplace domain by using Eq. (35) and
we get

di
]\‘; Ri1...Ri3 .
A R>1 ... Ryg . =
= v = F = K 8 , 40
f ]‘:4 Ry ... Ry 1IN [Kr1{8} (40)
M R4y ... Ryg ds
where R is given by
Rij= —ENik}+gliki+g3ikly; Ryj=—EIki+gikj+gskS)
Ryj=El{glik}+g3ikl}y Ry =EI{gikl} (j=138). (41)

Evaluating the nodal forces at the element boundaries x = (0, L), we get
. Kp,. _ i}
fe= 1670 8) = [K31(6). (42)
f(x=L)

Combining Egs. (38) and (42), the relationship between the element nodal forces and displacements is obtained
as

f = [K31[K2] 7' A¢ = [Ky5] A°, 43)

where [K 45]gxg 1s the dynamic stiffness matrix in the Laplace domain computed at each frequency. Using Eqgs.
(45) and (44), the dynamic response w(x, t) from the Laplace domain to the time domain is obtained as:

N-1

w(x, 1) = e "4 [Afe D [Kas(n+ikAFOIT! feO+ikA f) el CTEATInAS “ﬂ, (44)
n=0

where fe(n +1i kAfe) is obtained using the forward FFT as:

N—-1
fe(n +i kAfe) — At Z[fE(nAt) e—nnAt] E_i (Zn'kAf’-’)(nAl). (45)
n=0
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3.5 Wave propagation analysis

For harmonic wave propagation in a second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam, a solution of the following
form is assumed:

w(x,t) = wye {kx—o (46)
where w,, k and w are amplitude, wave number and angular frequency of the wave motion, respectively. The
imaginary number is defined as i = +/—1. Substituting the above solution into the homogeneous differential
equation given by Eq. (18), the following characteristic equation is obtained

GEIE + gl EIKS + EIK* — pAw® = 0. (47)

The spectrum relation can be obtained from the above equation as [71]

"o \/ggElkS +gIETK® + E1k4.

48
oA (48)
the phase speed is given by [71]
4 6 2 4 2
EIkS + giEIk* + Elk
©_ |5 81 , (49)
k PA
and the group speed is [71]
d 4g35ETKS +3g1EIK® + 2E Ik
o _ 25 dl (50)

dk \/pA (SEIK* + 2EIK + E)

4 Numerical results and discussion

In this section, numerical examples on bending, free vibration, stability, transient and wave propagation analysis
are presented to assess the influence of length scale parameters on the response of a second strain gradient
Euler—Bernoulli beam. The results are compared with those of classical and first strain gradient theories
for different boundary conditions and length scale parameters g1/L and g>/L. For ease of comparison, we
designate the first strain gradient model as Sg-I and the second strain gradient model as Sg-II. The numerical
data used for the analysis of beams is as follows: Length L = 1 um, depth d = 0.1 um, width b = 0.1 um,
Young’s modulus £ = 30 x 100 GPa, Poisson’s ratio v = 0.3, density p = 2700 kg/m3 and load ¢ = 1 uN.

4.1 Static analysis of gradient elastic beams

The static analysis of gradient elastic beams subjected to udl is presented herein. Three support conditions are
considered, simply supported, clamped and cantilever. The non-dimensional deflection w = 100 EJw/qL*
is compared for three different combinations of length scale values, g;/L = 0.1, g2/L = 0.1, g1/L =
0.15,g2/L =0.1and g;/L = 0.1, go/L = 0.15. In Fig.1, the non-dimensional deflection obtained using the
Sg-II model is compared with the Sg-1 (g;/L = 0.1, go/L = 0) and the classical (g1/L = g»/L = 0) model
for a simply supported beam. It is observed that the Sg-II model shows lesser deflection than that of the Sg-I
and the classical model. For a given value of g1 /L = 0.1, the Sg-II model deflection decreases with increasing
g2/L. Similarly, for a given value of go/L = 0.1, the Sg-II model deflection decreases with increasing g; /L.
However, the influence of g5 /L is more significant on the deflection as compared to g;/L. In Figs. 2 and 3,
a similar stiffer behaviour is exhibited by the Sg-II model for clamped and cantilever beams as compared to
the Sg-I and classical model. Based on the above observations, it can be stated that the Sg-II model shows a
stiffer behaviour in comparison to the classical and the Sg-I model. Further, the classical and the Sg-II model
form the upper and lower bounds, respectively, for the Sg-I model for a given value of g;/L. The parameter
g> introduced into the second strain gradient theory has the effect of stiffening the behaviour.
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Fig. 2 Non-dimensional deflection variation for a clamped beam under a udl

4.2 Free vibration analysis of gradient elastic beams

The effect of length scale parameters on the natural frequencies obtained for a second strain gradient
Euler-Bernoulli beam is studied. Three different boundary conditions are considered in this analysis:
simply supported, clamped and cantilever. The frequencies are non-dimensional as: @ = wL*/pAJET
and are compared for two different combinations of length scale values, g1/L = 0.1, g2/L = 0.1 and
g1/L =0.1,g,/L = 0.15. In Fig. 4, a plot of log| F(w)| versus w is shown for a simply supported beam
and the first three frequencies are identified, which are obtained using the procedure described in Kitahara
et al. [80]. In Table 1, first six frequencies for a simply supported beam obtained using the classical, Sg-I and
Sg-II beam models are tabulated. It can be observed that the Sg-II model shows higher frequencies than the
classical (g1/L = g»/L = 0) and the Sg-1(g1/L = 0.1, go/L = 0) models. For a given value of g; /L = 0.1,
the frequencies obtained using the Sg-II model increases with an increase in g» /L. As behaviour in frequencies
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Fig. 4 First three non-dimensional frequencies for a second strain gradient simply supported beam (g;/L = g2/L = 0.1)

is seen in Tables 2 and 3, for clamped and cantilever beams, respectively. Hence, the frequencies obtained
using the Sg-1I model are higher than the Sg-1 model for a given value of g; /L.

4.3 Stability analysis of gradient elastic beams

In Table 4, the non-dimensional buckling load P, = P, L?/EI obtained for simply supported, clamped and
cantilever beams is presented. It can be observed that the Sg-II model shows higher buckling load than the
classical (g1/L = g2/L = 0) and the Sg-1 (g1/L = 0.1, go/L = 0) models for all the boundary conditions.
The buckling load obtained using the Sg-II model increases with an increase in g, /L for a fixed g1 /L value.
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Table 1 Comparison of first six non-dimensional natural frequencies for a simply supported beam

Freq. Classical Sg-1 Sg-11 Sg-1I

w B =2=0 (8 =01,%2=0) (8 =%2=0.1) (8 =0.1,% =015
w1 9.8696 10.3452 10.7267 11.6947

@2 39.4784 46.6243 54.1347 73.9808

3 88.8264 122.0601 167.0198 275.7272

w4 157.9137 253.6045 412.9814 762.4188

ws 246.7401 459.4536 880.3240 1732.1901

6 355.3057 758.1478 1680.7079 3435.2844

Table 2 Comparison of first six non-dimensional natural frequencies for a clamped beam

Freq. Classical Sg-1 Sg-11 Sg-II

@ (T=2=0 (3 =01,%=0 (z=7=0D (2 =012 =015
W 22.0266 35.8934 57.2239 95.1074

@2 61.6850 108.9316 194.1768 353.5243

w3 120.9026 239.1782 484.3670 940.2738

w4 199.88595 4442282 1021.5128 2067.2318

ws 298.5555 742.4006 1923.0803 3998.0907

w6 416.9908 1152.2065 3329.6826 7048.6249

Table 3 Comparison of first six non-dimensional natural frequencies for a cantilever beam

Freq. Classical Sg-1 Sg-1I Sg-1I

a) B =82=0 (8 =01,%82=0) (B =%=01 (3 =0.1, % =0.15)
W 3.5156 4.0373 5.1059 5.9669

@2 22.0336 28.4554 34.8492 43.4446

w3 61.7010 38.4899 115.6445 158.8339

w4 120.9026 87.8028 285.8348 437.4657

ws 199.8595 194.5272 610.9849 1037.4652

w6 298.5555 365.5267 1182.5574 2175.0149

Table 4 Comparison of non-dimensional buckling load for different support conditions

Support Classical Sg-1 Sg-1I Sg-11

condition E=5=0 (3 =0.1,%2=0) (3 =%8=0.1) (3 =0.1, 5 =0.15)
Cantilever 2.4674 3.1013 3.7043 4.4148

Pinned 9.8696 10.8436 11.6498 13.8331

Clamped 39.4784 83.2918 172.7872 460.3418

4.4 Dynamic analysis of gradient elastic beam

The gradient effects on the dynamic response of the Sg-II model is studied for a cantilever beam subjected
to a transverse tip Gaussian force as shown in Fig. 5. The response is obtained at the tip for two different
combinations of length scale values, g;/L = 0.1, go/L = 0.1 and g{/L = 0.1, go/L = 0.15. In Fig. 6, the
velocity response is plotted for classical, Sg-I1 (g1/L = 0.1, go/L = 0) and Sg-II models. It is observed that
the response obtained for Sg-II model shows higher dispersion behaviour as compared to the classical and Sg-1
models and it increases with increasing the g> /L value for a given g; /L. Furthermore, the Sg-II response shifts
towards the lower time scale values and also the amplitude decreases with increasing length scale parameter
as compared to the classical and the Sg-I model.

4.5 Wave propagation analysis of gradient elastic beams

The wave propagation characteristics of the Sg-II model is studied for three sets of length scale parameters
g1/L = 0.05, g2/L = 0.05; g1/L = 0.05, go/L = 0.075 and g1/L = 0.05, go/L = 0.1. In Fig. 7 the
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Fig. 6 Comparison of transverse velocity response at the tip of a cantilever beam subjected to a Gaussian pulse

spectrum relation for classical, Sg-1 (g;/L = 0.05, g2/L = 0) and Sg-II models is plotted. The Sg-II model
shows a lower wave number as compared to classical and the Sg-I models for w > 0.5 kHz. As g>/L increases,
the wave number decreases for the Sg-II model for a chosen g1/L value. In Fig. 8 the dispersion relation is
plotted and compared for all the three beam models. The Sg-II model exhibits a dispersive behaviour similar to
the Sg-I model. The non-dimensional phase speed is higher for the Sg-II model in comparison to the classical
and Sg-1 models for a given g;/L and w > 0.5 kHz.

5 Conclusion

An Euler-Bernoulli beam model is developed based on the simplified second strain gradient theory which
contains two non-classical elastic constants in-addition to the classical constants. The governing equation and
associated classical and non-classical boundary conditions are derived with the aid of variational principles.
The simplified second strain gradient theory can be reduced to first strain gradient and classical theories and
is governed by eighth-order differential equation with displacement, slope, curvature and triple derivative of
displacement as degrees of freedom. Analytical solutions for static, free vibration and stability analysis are



1438

Md. Ishaquddin, S. Gopalakrishnan

1.6 T T T T T T

Classical (g=0)
1.4 - - -.8g-1(9,=0.05)

‘‘‘‘‘ - Sg-ll (g,=0.05,,=0.05)
Sg-l (9,=0.05,9,=0.075)
_ o--Sg-ll (g1=0.05,92=0.1)

1.2

Nondimensional wavenumber (kh)

0.8 IPEona
? e
¢
06 g 4
0.4 B
0.2 B
0 | | | | | | | |
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10
Frequency (KHz)
Fig. 7 Comparison of spectrum relation
0.8 T T T T T T T T
07k Classical (g1/L=gzlL=0) |
- _-.Sg-l (g1IL=0.05, 92/L=0)
‘‘‘‘‘ -Sg-ll (g,/L=0.05, g,/L=0.05)
06 Sg-1l (g,/L=0.05, g,/L=0.075) PR 7
R _ ¢ - Sg-1 (g,/L=0.05, g,/L=0.1) Pt - __,_-“
QQ_ 0.5 _:‘_’__,——' a
o -
2 PSP
T 04f Rt b
= PP
° e
3 PR
S Teze”
& o3 e
4»4‘— ~
T
0.2 B
0.1 B
[ | | | | | | | |
1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10

Frequency (KHz)

Fig. 8 Comparison of dispersion relation

presented for different boundary conditions to ascertain the gradient effect on the structural behaviour. Using
the numerical Laplace transform a spectral element is formulated to study the scale effects on the dynamic
response. Further, the influence of gradient effects on wave propagation characteristics is also examined based
on the derived spectrum and dispersion relations. The gradient effects on the structural response are assessed
and compared with the first strain gradient and classical beam theories. It is concluded that the second strain
gradient theory exhibits stiffer behaviour in comparison to the first strain gradient and classical theories. The
beam deflections decrease whereas frequencies and buckling load increase with higher gradient coefficients
in comparison to first strain gradient theory. The amplitude of the forced response decreases and a shift is
noticed to smaller time values as the gradient coefficient increases. Furthermore, the second strain gradient
theory shows a dispersive behaviour, and for a given frequency, the wavenumber decreases and phase speed
increases for increasing length scale parameters as compared to the first strain gradient beam theory.
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Appendix
A. Stiffness matrix and force vector for static analysis of second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam

The following is the list of stiffness matrices and load vectors for different boundary conditions:
(a) Simply supported beam:

(100 0 1 1 1 1] 0
1LL>L3 eml  ogml  opL el —qL*/24E]
002 0 an an a3 ais glq/EI
K] — 00 2 6L by bin bz bu (= g7q/EI —qL*/2E1 , A1)
002 0 m?d m3 n? N} 0
00 2 6L m%emll‘ m%e’"zL n%e”‘L n%e"ZL —qL?)2EI
000 6 m my ni o 0
|00 0 6 m?em‘L m%emzL n%e”‘L n%e”ZL_ —qL/EI
where
aj = m% — glzm‘l1 + g‘zlm?, ap = m% - 6’12’”3E +g§mg,
a3 = I’l% — g%l’l? + gél’l? , alg = I/Z% — g%ng +g§l’lg,

2 4

2 4 6 L
by = (m7 — gym| + gom))e m2

L 2 2 4, 4 6
"ME b = (my — gimy + gymy)e™ ",

2 2 4, 4 6v.nlL 2 2 4, 4 6y mlL
b1z = (n7 — gin| + gyn))e"'",  bia = (n5 — gin; + gyn3)e"*".

(b) Cantilever beam:

(1000 1 1 1 1 0
000 6 ax ax azs ax —qL/EI
010 0 mymy ni no 0
002 6L by b1o b1z bis gzq/EI—qu/ZEI
(K1 = s oy s =1 , (A2)
002 0 m{m5 ny n3 0
000 6g7 by by bz boa —g7Lq/EI
000 6 m}m3n} nj 0
1000 0 cy1 c12 c13 c14 0
where
ay = (mj — gimy + gam)e™ ", az = (m3 — gim3 + gymy)e™",
= (0} — g+ DML, ane = ) — gind + gt
by = (gim3; — gsme™ L, by = (gfm3 — gam3)e™E,
bys = (gin] — gane" . bau = (gin3 — gym3)e™”
cil = gymie™E, e = gym3e™L. i3 = ginfeME,  ciu = gin3emt,
hy = (m% — g%m‘]1 + gém?)em‘L, hyy = (m% — glzmg + ggmg)emzL,
nyL

2 4 4 6)en1L

2 2 2.4, 4.6
hyz = (n] — g1n + 871 hoy = (n5 — gyny + gon5)e
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(c) Clamped beam:

[K]=

B. Frequency equations for free vibration analysis of second strain gradient Euler—-Bernoulli beam

100 O 1 1 1 1 0

1L L> L3 emb  egmb  gml  oml —qL*/24E1
010 0 m  m n 0

01 2L 3L% mye™L mye™L pieml pyem2l () —qL3/6EI
002 O m% m% n% n% ’ 0

00 2 6L m%e’"‘L m%e’"zL n%e"‘L n%e"zL —gL?)2E1
000 6 my m n n3 0

00 0 6 m%e””L m%e’"zL n?e’”L n%e”zL_ —qL/EI

The following are the frequency equations for different boundary conditions:

(a) Simply supported beam:

[F(w)] =

(b) Cantilever beam:

[F(w)] =

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
elarl)  Glaal)  la3l)  Hlagl)  plasl)  Hlasl)  pla7l)  (a8L)
o2 o 32 o as2 o6 a7’ og?
n 15 13 14 t5 16 t7 13

1 @D 1e@L) 1 @) 4 @al) 4op@SL) g o(@6L) o p@IL) g plasL)

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
(°41 a5 o3 oy o3 Qg a5 ag

3e@D) g3e@D) qIe@L) Re@al) o35l g3e(esl) g3p@rl) gl pasl)

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
o] o) o3 oy o5 173 o7 og
o2 o’ a3? o042 as? o> o7’ og?
o’ o’ o33 oy’ as’ o> a7’ g’

p1e@D) pyp@l) o @3L) ) (@sl) poo(@sh) peo(@sl) pop@rl) pelasl)
F1e@D) pre(@L) i p(@3L) b o@L) poo(@5L) yop(@6L) poo@IL) poo(@sl)

G1e@D) gre@L) gip@sl) g (@l) gep@sL) g o(@sl) g p@L) gooesl)

| ade@D) gde@l) gle@al) g p@l) gde@sl) gdp@el) ghe(erl) gl pasl) |

(A.3)

(B.1)

(B.2)
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(c) Clamped beam:

where

[F(w)] =

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

elatl)  Hlal)  la3l)  Slaal)  plasL)  Slasl)  plarl)  ,(asL)

o] o o3 oy o5 o6 o7 og
otle(alL) aze(“zl‘) 0136(“31‘) 0146(0‘41‘) a5e(°‘5L) o[66(01614) 0576(“71‘) age(asL)

Oé]2 0522 Ol32 Ot42 0652 0562 0672 Olg2

02e@D) g20@L) 26@L) g2,@h) 26@51) g2,@6L) g2e(@1L) g2 p@sl)

o’ o’ a3’ o’ a5’ o> a7’ g’

| 3e@D) ade@l) q3e@l) g3p@l) q3e@sh) g3p@ol) gIe@rl) glpesl) |

2 4 4 6 2 4 4 6 2 4 4 6
n=(=giay +gap), b =(-gia, +80o;), 1B =(-gja3z+ga3),

2.4, 4.6 2.4, 4.6 2.4, 4.6
a = (—g1ag +8y0y), 15 =(—gjos +&s5), 16 = (=g + &%),

2 4 4 6 2 4 4 6
f7 = (—gia7 + g a7), 3= (—giag + grag),

p1 = (] — glai’ +grar’), p2 = (3 — gfer’ + gy ),
p3 = (@ — glas’ + gaa3”), ps = (0F — gfos’ +g3es"),
ps = (03 — glos® + gras’),  pe = (0 — g1 + 836 ),
p7 = (03 — gfer’ + gro7’),  pg = (o — gias’ + gras’).
ri = (af — gt +g31%), 1= (03 — gia* + gy"),
r3 = (0f — glas* + g33%), ra = (@f — gfau* + g3au),
rs = (a2 — glas* + g3a5°), 1o = (kf — glas® + g506%),
r7 = (0F — glas* +g3a7%), rs = (@f — glas® + gras”),

q1 = (gter® — gyar®), g2 = (g’ — ghd”),

g3 = (813’ — gyas”), qu = (glas® — ges”),

gs = (g1os® — g3as”), qe = (g1es> — §30%6"),

g1 = (a7’ — gar’), qs = (s’ — ghag’),

’

(B.3)

C. Geometric stiffness matrix for buckling analysis of second strain gradient Euler—Bernoulli beam

The following are the geometric stiffness matrices for different boundary conditions:
(a) Simply supported beam:

10 1 1 1 1 1 1
1L elmb) elml)  ,m3l)  ,uil)  ,mal)  ,(n3L)
00 m? mo? m32 n2 ns2 n32
[G(P)I=]00 13 14 ts te 7 13
00 t3e(mll‘) t4e(m2L) t5e(m3L) tée(nlL) t7e(”21‘) tge("3L)
00 m? mg mg n? ng ng

00 m%e(mlL) m%e(’”zl‘) n%e(nlL) n%e(”zl‘) n%e("3L) nie(’”[‘)

(C.D
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(b) Cantilever beam:

10 1 1 1 1 1 1
01 mi mo ms3 ni np n3
00 m? my? m32 ni2 ny? n32
00 m13 m23 m33 n13 n23 n33
[G(P)] = (C2)

00 p3e(m1L) p4€(m2L) pse(m3L) pf,e("‘L) p7e("2L) pge("3L)
00 r3e(m'L) r4e(mzL) r5e(m3L) r6e("'L) r7e(”2L) I’ge(”3L)
00 qSe(mlL) q4e(m21‘) qse(m31‘) qée(nlL) q7e(n2L) qge(ml‘)

0.0 mie™ D) miell) mietsh) yhetnl) pipal) ydemsl)

(c) Clamped beam:

(10 1 1 1 1 1 1]

1L eml)  mal)  m3Ll) (L)  ,n2l)  ,(n3L)

01 mi my ms3 ni nj nj

(G(PY] — 0 1 me™L) myeml) pysemsl) yeil) p,enal) 4y qp(nsl) ©3)

00 m? mo? m32 n2 ny? n32

00 m2etD) p2etml) 2oLy p2p(nL) y2el) p2,00)

00 m3 my3 m33 n3 ny3 n33

0.0 m3e™D) m3etml) m3etml) pdetml) p3enl) y3enal)
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