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Editorial to the special issue on CNR Rao 
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This special issue is in honor of Prof. Chintamani Nagesa Ra- 

achandra Rao, known to the world as C. N. R. Rao, an exem- 

lary scientist, a material scientist par excellence, and a pioneer 

n solid state chemistry. While there are many reasons to cele- 

rate such an extraordinary person’s contributions, enriching sci- 

nces, for more than six decades, this special issue is borne out of 

 symposium, ICMAT-von Hippel Symposium, that was organized 

ithin International Conference on Materials for Advanced Tech- 

ologies (ICMAT 2019), Singapore to honor Prof. Rao on his receiv- 

ng the prestigious von Hippel Award from Materials Research So- 

iety, USA. The von Hippel Award, the Materials Research Society’s 

ighest honor, recognizes those qualities most prized by materi- 

ls scientists and engineers - brilliance and originality of intellect, 

ombined with vision that transcends the boundaries of conven- 

ional scientific disciplines. It is worthwhile to note that Prof. Rao 

s the first Asian to have received this award. This symposium was 

rganized jointly by Materials Research Society of Singapore and 

aterials Research Society, USA and sponsored by Elsevier. Spe- 

ial thanks to Dr. Greeshma Nair of Elsevier for her support to the 

ymposium. 

The idea of the symposium was to showcase the multifaceted, 

ide-spectrum contributions of Prof. Rao to materials chemistry 

nd physics. Speakers in the symposium represented a small seg- 

ent of those people whose life and work have been significantly 

nfluenced by Prof. Rao through his interactions with many gener- 
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tions of scientists and his prolific contributions. The special issue 

resented here on the following pages is based on articles con- 

ributed by a selection of invited speakers on topics of their talks 

n that symposium and provides the reader with a glimpse the va- 

iety of research fields that Prof. Rao has greatly influenced over 

he years. These cover topics as varied as energy research, unusual 

lectrical transport phenomena, solid-state chemistry, nanomateri- 

ls, nanotubes, two-dimensional materials, mesoporous materials, 

nergy storage materials, and applications of spectroscopic tech- 

iques to understand properties of materials. 

We feel honored to present you with this collection of articles 

o celebrate Prof. C. N. R. Rao’s extraordinary contributions to solid 

tate sciences and his receiving the von Hippel Award of MRS. We 

lso wish Prof. Rao many more years of exciting science, benefiting 

he world with his far-reaching contributions. 
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