[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix B: In the current study two calibrations were used: a Pila fossil (Harzhauser et al., 2016) excavated from Oman that dates back to Priabonian stage (37.8–33.9 mya) of Eocene epoch was used to calibrate the Pila MRCA. Arguably this is the oldest Pila fossil, since, older fossils than this could not be identified as Pila with certainty. Likewise, the Lanistes MRCA was calibrated with the oldest identified Lanistes fossil (Pickford, 2017) dating back to Maastrichtian (Late Cretaceous, 72.1–66 mya) deposits of Oman. We assumed that the MRCAs are slightly older than the fossils hence a gamma calibration was used (Ho & Phillips, 2009). In order to accommodate the uncertainty related to the age of the MRCAs, four independent analyses were carried out with different combinations of the shape (α) parameter, which alters the mode of the distribution that determines the age of the MRCA. The combinations were as follows: 1) Pila MRCA, α parameter=2, Lanistes MRCA α parameter =2; 2) Pila MRCA α parameter =2, Lanistes MRCA α parameter =4; 3) Pila MRCA α parameter =4, Lanistes MRCA α parameter =4; 4) Pila MRCA α parameter =4, Lanistes MRCA α parameter =). Similar strategy has been employed by other research groups previously in order to assign different levels of uncertainty to the calibrations and then select the best model (Klaus et al., 2010). The scale (β) parameter was fixed at 2 for all the runs. Similarly, the offset was fixed at 37.8 mya and 66 mya for Pila MRCA and Lanistes MRCA respectively. Thereafter, a Bayes factor test was employed in order to select the best model, which compares the marginal likelihoods of the runs implemented in Tracer v1.5. The marginal likelihood values were estimated using the harmonic mean estimator (Newton & Raftery, 1994; Suchard, Weiss, & Sinsheimer, 2001). The final run following the best model had the following calibration parameters: Pila MRCA, α parameter=4, β parameter=2, offset=37.8 mya; Lanistes MRCA, α parameter=4, β parameter=2, offset=66 mya.
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