[bookmark: _GoBack]S1 Appendix. Comparative material of Indian congeners examined:  
Ahaetulla cf. nasuta  
CESS 329; adult male; Kakki, Ranni Forest Division, Kerala; Coll. S.R. Chandramouli, 2012.
CESS 404; adult female; Idukki Wild Life Sanctuary, Kerala; Coll. S.R. Chandramouli, 2012.
CESS 089; adult female; Kurchermala, Kalpetta, Kerala; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2010.
CESS 072; adult female; Harubi, Kudhremukh National Park, Karnataka;  Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2010.
CESS 059; adult female; Amboli, Maharashtra; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2009.
CESS 104; adult female; Matheran, Maharashtra; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2010.
Ahaetulla dispar 
CESS 187; adult female; CESS 188; adult male; CESS 189 adult male; Anaimudi shola National Park, Kerala;	Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2011.
CESS 261; adult female; Achankovil/ Devarmala, Kerala; Coll. S.P Pal, 2011.
Ahaetulla cf. pulverulenta 
CESS 159; adult female; Bhagavathi, Kudremukh National Park, Karnataka; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2010.
Ahaetulla perroteti 
CESS 286; adult female; Upper Bhavani, Mukurthi National Park, Tamilnadu; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2011.
Ahaetulla prasina
CESS 340; adult male; Kane Wildlife Sanctuary, Arunachal Pradesh; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2012.   
CESS 347; adult male; Kane Wildlife Sanctuary, Arunachal Pradesh; Coll. Ashok Kumar Mallik, 2012.  
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