
Preface 
 
 
This special issue of Journal of Biosciences is based on the proceedings of an 
Indo–Japan Seminar titled Morphogens, Genes and Development that was held at the 
Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysore, from 18 to 21 February 1995. 
The Seminar was jointly supported by the Department of Science and Technology, 
India and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. As can be seen, a majority of 
the talks were on themes related to what might be called Developmental Biology 
proper. However, some speakers were invited to deal with problems of genetic 
regulation in other systems in the belief that the insights gained thereby would 
undoubtedly contribute to our understanding of more general issues in development. 
A major motivation behind organising the Seminar was to honour the pioneering 
contributions of Professor Iqbal Ahmed Niazi. It is therefore appropriate to say a few 
words about him and his work. 

I A Niazi joined the Department of Zoology, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, as
a lecturer after obtaining a Ph.D. degree from McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 
for his studies on tail regeneration in frog tadpoles and the ammocoete larvae of 
lampreys. An interest in regeneration led him to initiate investigations on the effect of 
vitamin A on amphibian development and limb and tail regeneration. He was involved 
in these studies, carried out in collaboration with his Ph.D. students, until his 
retirement as Professor of Zoology at the University of Rajasthan in 1988 at the age of 
60 years. Rajasthan is not a suitable geographical region for experimental research on 
the developmental biology of the few anuran species that are found there. It has 
a semi-arid climate, extreme summers, a short monsoon and a fairly cold winter. The 
breeding period is brief and consists of a rainy season of about two months. Experimental 
work on live embryos and larvae is possible only during this time. In consequence, any 
programme of studies on the development of amphibians has to extend over several years. 
A failure of the monsoon, or unusually, long and heavy rainfall, results in a scarcity of 
breeding pairs of anurans. Inspite of these handicaps and other difficulties, Niazi and his 
students carried out their studies with great enthusiasm and, as this issue of Journal of 
Biosciences shows, made significant contributions in the field of developmental biology. 
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